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sponsors were also dealt with in like manner. Because of this, no
one dared to make indiscriminate recommendations, and conse-
quently justice prevailed and the officials' ranks were kept clean and
unblemished. But we can't dwell on these thoughts now.
There was a man by the name of Hsu Wu, a native of Yanghsien
district, province of Kuaichi. His parents died when he was fifteen,
leaving in his care two younger brothers named Hsu Yen and
Hsu Pu, aged nine and seven respectively. Hsu Wu led his servants
and slaves in the work of the fields by day and studied under the
lamp light in the evening. Though his brothers were too young
to work in the fields, Hsu Wu made them watch the proceedings
so that they would learn to appreciate the produce of the land.
In the evening, however, he would study with them and explain
the text to them himself, instructing them in the requirements of
proper conduct and encouraging in them the qualities esteemed in
man. If they failed to attend his instructions, he never reprimanded
them but would, kneeling in the ancestral temple, weep and reprove
himself for his lack of inspiring example, until his brothers were
stricken with shame and promised to mend their ways.
Thus time went on and his younger brothers soon reached man-
hood, and the family fortune prospered. Hsu Wu was urged by his
friends to marry but Hsu declined, saying, "If I marry I shall have
to give up sharing the same bed with my brothers. I cannot bear
to sacrifice brotherly love for the sake of conjugal happiness." And
so together they went on plowing by day and studying by night,
eating out of the same vessels and sleeping in the same bed. His
fame grew. He became known as Hsiao-ti Hsu Wu, or Hsu Wu
the filial and fraternal, and his virtues were celebrated in the
following saying:
In Yanghsien Hsu Wu is the shining light,
Who plows by day and studies by night.
More parent than brother is he;
Rare indeed such fraternity!
His reputation reached the ears of the provincial authorities, and
recommendations poured into the Court. He was appointed a